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The University of Texas at El Paso 
Department of Teacher Education 

 
Sheltered ESL Instruction 

 
Bilingual Education (BED) 4343 

Spring 2018 
 
Class meets: Mondays- 1:30 to 4:20 pm               Classroom: EDUC 305 
 

Contact Information 
Alberto Esquinca, Ph.D.              Office hrs: W 11:00 am to 1:30 pm 
Associate Professor                     Office: EDUC 807 
Bilingual Education/ESL                 aesquinca@utep.edu 

 @aesquincam                                        (915) 747-6426 
     

Course Description 

• English language learners (ELLs) in “mainstream” classrooms must do two things simultaneously: learn 
English and content. Unfortunately, they frequently do so without any support or accommodations. 
Consequently, many ELLs often lag in achievement in both language and content. This is a problem of 
national concern.  

• In this course, you will learn what you can do as a teacher so that in every lesson you support ELLs to 
do both things, learn language and content.  

• Through this course, you will seek answers to questions such as: 
• What is language? 
• How does language function in social context? 
• How do people learn and/ or acquire a second language, particularly in school? 
• How can teachers make academic content comprehensible? 

• The class is delivered using lecture, discussion, and hands-on activities. They are done individually, in 
small groups, and in large groups, teaching demonstrations, and watching and analyzing film excerpts of 
classroom teaching. 

• All of this will help you think about the ways in which language and content can be intertwined in order 
to facilitate student success in all subjects. This class will prepare you to work effectively with all 
students, but particularly with ELLs.  

 
Required Readings 

 
• Pearson Custom Education BED 4343 Sheltered Instruction Teaching Language, Literacy, and 

Content to ELLs (2011). Esquinca, Izquierdo, Reyes, Seda, and Ullman (Eds.).  Pearson Learning 
Solutions, Boston, MA. ISBN: 1256278955. (Available at the UTEP bookstore, in paperback and 
electronically.) 

• Flip into success: ELPS at a glance (2009). Dallas: El Saber. (Available at the UTEP bookstore, in 
paperback, no ISBN available.) 

 
Further readings Available on Blackboard 
 
1. Do You Speak American? (all of the following) a) What Is Correct Language?; b) Gatekeeping; c) 

Language in its Social Setting; d) Talking with Mi Gente. 
2. Wong Fillmore, L., & Snow, C. (2003). What teachers need to know about language. In C. T. Adger, C. Snow, & 

D. Christian (Eds.), What teachers need to know about language. Washington, D.C.: Center for Applied 
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Linguistics. 
3. McLaughlin, B. (1992). Myths and misconceptions about second language learning: What every teacher needs to 

unlearn. Educational Practice Report 5.  
4. Díaz-Rico, L. (2008). Language structure and use. Ch. 1 in A course for teaching English Learners. Boston: 

Pearson Education. 
5. Background on English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS) (Adapted from a variety of sources) 
6. Second Language Acquisition: How Long Does It Take? by Judy Haynes 
7. Coleman, R., & Goldenberg, C. (2009). What does research say about effective practices for English learners? 

Introduction and part I: Oral language proficiency. Kappa Delta Pi Record, 46(1), 10-16.  
8. Coleman, R., & Goldenberg, C. (2010). What does research say about effective practices for English learners? 

Part II: Academic language proficiency. Kappa Delta Pi Record, 46(2), 60-65.  
9. Coleman, R., & Goldenberg, C. (2010). What does research say about effective practices for English learners? 

Part III: Promoting literacy development. Kappa Delta Pi Record, 46(3), 106-111.  
 

Student Learning Outcomes 
Through successful participation in this course, you will: 
• Have knowledge of the nature of language and basic language concepts to facilitate student learning in 

the classroom. 
• Apply and adapt knowledge of the functions and registers of language to develop and modify 

instructional materials. 
• Integrate the skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing to develop students’ language proficiency. 
• Apply knowledge of theories, concepts, and research related to language learning to support students’ 

language development in English. 
• Devise and implement instruction to address the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). 
• Modify planning procedures for effective and developmentally appropriate language instruction. 
• Select instructional methods, resources, and materials, including the fine arts, appropriate for various 

goals and situations in the content classroom. 
• Integrate technological tools and resources into the instructional process. 
• Design strategies that foster students’ content-area learning. 
• Engage students in critical thinking processes. 
• Have knowledge of the factors that may affect student learning of academic content, including language, 

and culture. 
• Design instruction and devise activities that are responsive to diversity and individual student needs. 
• Select, adapt, or develop appropriate assessments for different purposes. 
• Interpret results of standardized tests commonly used in Texas. 
• Summarize LPAC recommendations for LEP identification, placement, and exit. 
• Use ongoing assessments to plan and adjust instruction that addresses individual student needs and 

enables students to achieve learning goals. 
 

Course Objectives 
Students will: 
• Understand second language acquisition, its theories and stages. 
• Integrate the skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing to develop English learners' English-

language proficiency. 
• Apply knowledge of theories, concepts, and research related to language learning to support students' 

language development in English. 
• Understand the critical issues that English learners face. 
• Understand and apply the four domains of the ELPS in the content areas. 
• Identify the various assessment procedures for English learners, such as TELPAS. 
• Understand and apply the strategies of Sheltered Instruction. 
• Develop a sheltered instruction lesson plan, utilizing the SIOP model. 
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• Review knowledge of factors that may affect students in order to facilitate their learning of academic 
content, language, and culture. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes, Assignments, and Assessments 

 
Competency 1: Fundamental language concepts/structures and conventions of the English language. 

Competency 3: ESL teaching methods for appropriate instruction. 

TExES Domain 002, 2.1: Understands basic linguistic concepts in L1 and L2 (e.g., language variation and change, dialects, register) and 
applies knowledge of these concepts to support students' language development in L1 and L2 (Prep. Manual 4-8, p. 41).  

TExES Domain 002, 2.1: Demonstrates knowledge of major language components (e.g., phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntactic 
features, semantics, pragmatics) and applies this knowledge to address students' language development needs in L1 and L2 (Prep. Manual 
4-8, p. 43). 
TExES Domain 005, 5.1: Understands basic linguistic concepts (e.g., phonemes, segmentation) and the developmental stages of oral 
language -- including phonology, semantics, syntax, and pragmatics -- and recognizes that individual variations occur within and across 
languages (Prep. Manual EC-6, p. 31). 
Standards with SLOs Week Assignments Assessments 
Standard I: 
The ESL teacher understands fundamental language 
concepts and knows the structure and conventions of 
the English language. 
            SLOs :      
1. Demonstrate knowledge of the nature of language 
and basic language concepts to facilitate student 
learning in the ESL classroom; 
2. Demonstrate knowledge of the functions and 
registers of language to develop and modify 
instructional materials,  
3. Create lessons that demonstrate the skills of 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing to develop 
ESL students’ English language proficiency. 

2 , 3, 
and 4 

Ch. 1 
In-class/online discussions and lectures about: 

• language in its social settings 
• language varieties 
• language and register 
• varieties of language learners 
• approaches to language learning 
• the structure of language 
• the functions of language 

Activities that allow students to practice:  
• language in its social settings 
• language varieties 
• language and register 
• varieties of language learners 
• approaches to language learning 
• the structure of language 
• the functions of language 

Language in the Attic Activity 
Morphology Games 
Pragmatics Games 
Phonology Games 

Quiz 1 
Quiz 2 
Quiz 3 

Competency 2: The processes of first (L1) and second-language (L2) acquisition and development. 

TExES Domain 002, 2.1: Understands basic linguistic concepts in L1 and L2 (e.g., language variation and change, dialects, register) and 
applies knowledge of these concepts to support students’ language development in L1 and L2 (Prep. Manual, 4-8, p. 20). 

Standards with SLOs Week Assignments Assessments 
Standard III: 
The ESL teacher understands the processes of first- 
and second-language acquisition and uses 
SLOs: 
1. Apply knowledge of theories, concepts, and 
research related to language learning to support 
students’ language development in English  
2. Design instruction and devise activities that are 
responsive to diversity and individual student  
needs. 

5 and 6 Ch. 1 
In-class/online discussions and lectures about: 

• first- and second-language acquisition and learning 
• approaches to language learning 
• techniques for language teaching 
• the role of culture in language learning 

Activities that allow students to practice:  
• their knowledge of approaches to language learning 
• their knowledge of first- and second-language acquisition 
• techniques of language teaching 

Quiz  4 

TExES Domain 002, 2.4: Applies knowledge of linguistic concepts and theories/models of language acquisition to select and implement 
linguistically and developmentally appropriate instructional methods, strategies, and materials for teaching L1 and L2 (Prep. Manual 
EC-6, p. 19).   
TExES Domain 002, 2.5: Understands the interrelatedness and interdependence of first- and second-language acquisition and assists 
students in making connections between languages (e.g., using cognates, noting similarities and differences (Prep. Manual EC-6, p. 20). 
Standards with SLOs Week Assignments Assessments 
Standard IV: 
The ESL teacher understands ESL teaching methods 
and uses this knowledge to plan and implement 
effective, developmentally appropriate ESL 

8, 9, 
10, 12, 
13 and 
15 

Ch. 2, Ch. 3, Ch. 4, Ch. 5, Ch. 6, Ch. 10, Ch. 11, Ch. 12, Ch. 13, 
Ch. 14 
In-class/online discussions and lectures about: 

• key ideas in relation to sheltered instruction in the content 

Quiz 7 
Quiz 8 
Quiz 9 
Quiz 11 
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curriculum and instruction. 
            SLOs: 
1. Devise and implement appropriate instruction to 
address applicable Texas Essential Knowledge and 
Skills (TEKS); 
2. Modify planning procedures for effective, 
developmentally appropriate ESL instruction; 
3. Select instructional methods, resources, and 
materials, including the fine arts, appropriate for 
various goals and situations in the ESL classroom; 
4.  Integrate technological tools and resources into 
the instructional process;  
5.  Design strategies that foster ESL students’ 
content-area learning;  
6. Engage students in critical-thinking processes  

areas  
• academic language of science 
• academic language of math 
• academic language of language arts 
• academic language of social studies 

Activities that allow students to practice:  
• evaluating ELL's speaking skills and giving them a 

proficiency level 
• evaluating ELL's writing skills and giving them a 

proficiency level 
• creating language and  content objectives 

creating a lesson plan in one of the content areas that incorporates 
language and content objectives 

Quiz 12 
Creating 
language and 
content 
objectives 
activity 
Peer review of 
language and 
content 
objectives 
Final lesson 
plan activity 

TExES Domain 002, 2.4: Applies knowledge of linguistic concepts and theories/models of language acquisition to select and implement 
linguistically and developmentally appropriate instructional methods, strategies, and materials for teaching L1 and L2 (Prep. Manual 
EC-6, p. 19). 
TExES Domain 002, 2.6: Knows and uses effective developmentally appropriate methodologies and strategies for teaching English as a 
Second Language (ESL) and for supporting ESL development across all areas of the curriculum (Prep. Manual EC-6, p. 20). 

Competency 6: Understands how to promote students' content-area learning, academic language development and achievement across the 
curriculum. 
Standards with SLOs Week Assignments Assessments 
Standard V: 
The ESL teacher has knowledge of the factors that 
affect ESL students’ learning of academic content, 
language, and culture. 
SLOs: 
1. Demonstrate knowledge of factors that may affect 
students in order to facilitate their 
learning of academic content, language, and culture 

2,7, 8, 
9, 10, 
13 

Ch. 2, Ch. 3, Ch. 4, Ch. 5, Ch. 6, Ch. 10, Ch. 11, Ch. 12, Ch. 13, 
Ch. 14, SLA:How Long Does It Take?, Do You Speak American? 
Language in Its Social Settings, Gatekeeping, Prescriptivism, 
Talking with Mi Gente 
In-class/online discussions and lectures about: 

• first- and second-language acquisition and learning 
• approaches to language learning 
• techniques for language teaching 
• the role of culture in language learning 

Activities that allow students to practice:  
• their knowledge of approaches to language learning 
• their knowledge of first- and second-language acquisition 
• techniques of language teaching 
• the language in the attic activity (culture activity) 

Quiz 2 
Quiz 6 
Quiz 7 
Quiz 8 
Quiz 9 
Quiz 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Competency 6: Understanding how to promote students' content-area learning, academic knowledge development, and achievement 
across the curriculum. 
Competency 7: Understanding formal and informal assessment procedures and instruments used in ESL programs and uses assessment 
results to plan and adapt instruction. 
TExES Domain 001, 1.2: Understands procedures (e.g., language proficiency assessment committee) for the identification, assessment, 
and instructional placement of English Language Learners (Prep. Manual 4-8, p. 19). 
Standards with SLOs Week Assignments Assessments 
Standard VI: 
The ESL teacher understands formal and informal 
assessment procedures and instruments used in ESL 
programs and uses assessment results to plan and 
adapt instruction. 
SLOs 
1. Select, adapt, or develop appropriate assessments 
for different purposes in the ESL program (e.g., 
diagnosis, program evaluation, proficiency); 
2.  Interpret results of standardized tests commonly 
used in ESL programs in 
Texas; 
3.  Summarize LPAC recommendations for 
identifying, placing, and exiting LEPs.  
4. Use ongoing assessments to plan/adjust 
instruction to meet students' goals. 

7 and 
11 

ELPS Readings(Background on ELPS, State Law 89 and State 
Law 74), Ch. 8 
In-class/online discussions and lectures about: 

• ELPS and TELPAS  
• formative and summative assessments 
• writing language and content objectives 
• approaches to assessment 
• techniques for review and assessment 

Activities that allow students to practice:  
• evaluating ELL's speaking skills and giving them a 

proficiency level 
• evaluating ELL's writing skills and giving them a 

proficiency level 
• creating language and content objectives 
• creating opportunities for review and assessment 

Quiz 6 
In-class/online 
activity about 
creating 
language and 
content 
objectives 
Quiz 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Course Requirements 

This course requires you to read and write critically, to take quizzes, to participate actively in classroom 
discussions and activities.  You are also required to create a lesson plan that employs the Sheltered 
Instruction approach, and to perform teaching techniques in class. 
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1. Weekly Quizzes (15% of your grade). Weekly quizzes will take place online three days after the content is 

covered in class. Please tak the quiz in a timely manner as there will be no make-up assignment available. 
Quizzes will cover the previous session’s reading assignment and lecture. Quiz items are usually true-or-false 
and multiple-choice questions. 

2. Weekly in-class written activities (8% of your grade). Every class meeting there will be written activities 
to get information about your learning progress. You will get credit for completing these activities. More 
importantly, you will receive my feedback on your progress. If you miss you may do the activities, but you 
will not receive credit for them. These assignments are also the mechanism I use to monitor attendance, so if 
you miss them you won’t receive credit. However, you’re encouraged to do them to stay on track. 

3. Active learning and teaching assignment (Group assignment) (18% of your grade). Cooperative 
learning groups will lead classroom discussion on a weekly basis. A different group will lead discussion each 
week. Groups will become experts on a topic of their choice and will teach their classmates. They will design 
interactive, hands-on activities to help students learn the topic. Groups must write language and content 
objectives for their activity.   

4. Creating Language and Content Objectives (6% of your grade). In the second part of the semester, you 
will create appropriate and clear language and content objectives as part of your final project. Objectives will 
be for any grade level you choose and any content area (anything EXCEPT language arts).  

5. Peer Editing: Language and Content Objectives (3% of your grade). You will give feedback to another 
group’s objective following the directions under Important Documents. In turn, the feedback you receive will 
help you and your group re-write your own objectives. 

6. Final Lesson Plan Project (Group assignment) (25% of your grade). The final project involves 
completing a highly detailed and well-thought-out lesson that demonstrates sheltered instruction principles. 
You will choose a content area, to include mathematics, science, or social studies. You will write an 
introductory essay that describes the lesson and makes connections to research and theory. See rubric below.  

7. Oral Presentation of the Final Project (Group assignment) (5% of your grade). You will share your 
work with the rest of the class at the end of the semester and answer questions. 

8. Final Exam (20% of your grade). This 100-question, two-hour exam covers all the content we have dealt 
with throughout the semester. You should study by reviewing everything we have covered throughout the 
semester. 

Summary of Assignments 
Weekly Quizzes 15% 
Active Learning and Teaching Assignment  18% 
Creating Language and Content Objectives  6% 
Peer Editing Objectives  3% 
Weekly In-class Writing Activities  8% 
Sheltered Lesson Plan Final Project  25% 
Final Presentation of Project 5% 
Final exam 20% 
TOTAL 100.00% 

 
Course Policies 

1. Attendance is essential.  While the ideal is for you to attend every class, you are allowed to miss two 
class sessions, but you can’t get credit for the activities you missed. Talk with a classmate or with me 
about the work you have missed.  

2. Excessive absences will result in being dropped from the course. You will be dropped after the 
third absence--even if your absences are excused.  

3. Lectures are meant to clarify and expand on readings. Please ask questions. Take notes (handwritten are 
usually best) that summarize and synthesize the information.  

4. Occasional cell phone and tablet use is understood, but please avoid unnecessary and distracting use. 
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5. You are expected to arrive to class on time.  If you miss the first or last part of class, you will only get 
half credit for attendance.  

6. In-class assignments must be completed in class. You cannot make up an in-class assignment for credit. 
7. Disagree with the readings or your classmates or with me, but do it in a scholarly manner.  This means 

that the goal is to gain understanding. Other people can help you understand something you may not see. 
Similarly, you can help others understand by sharing your point of view. Students can persuade others 
(including professors) to think about things in new ways. We are all here to learn! 

8. Many activities are to be done in groups. Conflict and disagreement is a normal part of group work. 
Working together to resolve those conflicts are part of your work. Do not give up on your team if you 
encounter a conflict, but instead try to resolve it. If needed, I can help mediate conflicts. My advice is to 
approach me sooner rather than later, when conflicts are manageable.  

 
Grades Determination 

91 – 100  A 
81 -    90  B 
71 -    80  C 
61 -    70  D 
below 61  F 

 
Important Considerations 

 
Special Arrangements. Incomplete Grades (I) are rare and subject to great scrutiny from the department. 
Avoid them unless absolutely necessary, such as in cases of serious illness. If you miss a class, you should 
make up for the material you missed by reviewing any materials that were covered, including PowerPoints, 
videos and lecture notes. Write a summary of the material you missed. Review the policy on making up 
missed quizzes.  
 
Equal Educational Opportunity Policy. In order to create equal educational opportunities in the class, all 
students are expected to demonstrate respect for the diverse voices and individual differences in the class. 
Particularly, no person shall be excluded from participation in, denied benefits of, or be subject to 
discrimination under any program or activity sponsored or conducted by the University of Texas at El Paso 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status, disability, or sexual orientation. 
Any member of the University community who engages in discrimination or other conduct in violation of 
University policy is subject to the full range of disciplinary action, up to and including separation from the 
University. Complaints regarding discrimination should be reported to the University's Equal Opportunity 
Office. Inquiries regarding applicable policies should be addressed to the University's Equal Opportunity 
Office, Kelly Hall, 3rd Floor, 915.747.5662 or eoaa@utep.edu<mailto:eoaa@utep.edu>. 
 
Academic Dishonesty. Students are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic integrity.  Any 
form of scholastic dishonesty is an affront to the pursuit of knowledge and jeopardizes the quality of the 
degree awarded to all graduates of UTEP. Any student who commits an act of scholastic dishonesty is 
subject to discipline. Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the 
submission for credit of any work or materials that are not attributable in whole or in part to another person, 
taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the 
attempt to commit such acts.  Proven violations of the detailed regulations, as printed in the Handbook of 
Operating Procedures (HOP) and available in the Office of the Dean of Students, may result in sanctions 
ranging from disciplinary probation, to failing grades on the work in question, to failing grades in the course, 
to suspension or dismissal among others. 
 
Disabled Student Services. If you have or believe you have a disability, you may wish to self-identify. You 
can do so by providing documentation to the Office of disabled Student Services located in Union E Room 
203. Students who have been designated as disabled must reactivate their standing with the Office of 



7 

BED	4343:	Sheltered	ESL	Instruction	 	 	 			 							 	 																								SPRING	2018	(22675)-	WED	1:30	to	4:20	pm	in	EDUC	305	

	

Disabled Student Services on a yearly basis. Failure to report to this office will place a student on the 
inactive list and nullify benefits received. If you have a condition which may affect your ability to exit safely 
from the premises in an emergency or which may cause an emergency during class, you are encouraged to 
discuss this in confidence with the instructor and/or the director of Disabled Student Services. You may call 
747-5148 for general information about the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  
 

Please note that this syllabus is subject to change and/or adjustments. 
Changes will be made, as needed, in the interest of student learning.  

 
Date Class topic Assignments 

01/17 
WEEK 1 

Topic: Introduction to the course 
Ice breaker 
Complete in-class questionnaire 
Topics: ELLs, language 
Sign up for group project 

AFTER CLASS: 
Obtain textbooks and other required materials 
 

01/24  
WEEK 2 

Topic: Language is its social setting 
 
Watch and discuss parts of PBS’s Do You Speak 
American? 
 

BEFORE class read:  
Four Do You Speak American? readings: a) 
Language in Its Social Settings, b) Gatekeeping, 
c) Prescriptivism, and d) Talking with Mi Gente 
AFTER class: Take online quiz #1 

01/31 
WEEK 3 

Topic: Knowing a language (part 1) 
 
Watch and analyze videos of English learners from 
different backgrounds in their classes. 
Languages in the attic activity 

BEFORE class read: 
 
What teachers need to know about language by 
Wong Fillmore and Snow 
AFTER class: Take online quiz #2 

02/07 
WEEK 4 

Topic: Knowing a language (part 2) 
Lecture/discussion about the fundamentals of language 
Language games 

BEFORE class read: 
Language structure and use by Díaz-Rico 
AFTER class: Take online quiz #3 

02/14 
WEEK 5 

Topic: Language acquisition 
Lecture/discussion about the fundamentals of language 
Language games 

BEFORE class read: 
• Second Language Acquisition (Ch. 1 in your 

text) 
• Myths and misconceptions by McLaughlin 
AFTER class: Take online quiz #4 

02/21 
WEEK 6 

Topic: Language Acquisition and stages of language 
acquisition, ELPS 
 
Lecture/discussion about language 
Acquisition, case study of Juan, case study of Eduardo, 
English language proficiency standards (ELPS) 

BEFORE class read: 
• Second Language Acquisition: How Long…? 
• Case Study of Juan 
• Case Study on Eduardo (Ch. 14) 
 
AFTER class: Take online quiz #5 

02/28 
WEEK 7 

Topic: Sheltered instruction in the content areas 
General introduction to sheltered instruction, i.e., SIOP 

BEFORE class read:    
Sheltered Instruction in the Content Areas (Ch. 2)  
AFTER class: Take online quiz #6 

03/07 
WEEK 8 

Topic: Language and content objectives 
Watch examples of sheltered instruction and discuss 
them. 
Practice techniques of sheltered instruction 

BEFORE class read: 
• What does research say about effective 

practices for English learners? Part I: Oral 
language 

• Part II: Academic language proficiency.   
• Part III: Promoting literacy development. 
AFTER class: Take online quiz #7 
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AFTER class: Prepare Language & Content 
Objectives Assignment  

SPRING BREAK: NO CLASS (03/14) 

03/21 
WEEK 9 

Topic: Lesson preparation and building background 
Discuss lesson preparation and ways to build 
background. 
Practice the techniques. 

BEFORE class read: 
1. Lesson Preparation (Ch. 3) 
2. Building Background (Ch. 4) 
AFTER class: Take online quiz #8 
AFTER class: Prepare Peer review of 
Language and Content Objectives Assignment 

03/28 
WEEK 10 

Topic: Comprehensible input 
Engage in classroom activities that promote 
comprehensible input. 

BEFORE class read: 
Comprehensible Input (Ch. 5) 
AFTER class: Take online quiz #9 
 

04/04 
WEEK 11 

Topic: Interaction and learning strategies 
Engage in activities that promote classroom interaction. 
Discuss and practice learning strategies. 

BEFORE class read: 
• Interaction (Ch.6 ) 
• Learning Strategies (Ch. 7) 
AFTER class: Take online quiz #10 
 

04/11 
WEEK 12 

Topic: Review and assessment in SIOP 
Discuss assessment. 
Practice review and assessment procedures.   

BEFORE class read: 
• Review and Assessment (Ch. 8)  

 
AFTER class: Take online quiz #11 

04/18 
WEEK 13 

Topic: Academic language in the content areas 
Practice strategies for teaching academic language in 
the content areas. 

BEFORE class read: 
• Chapters 9-12 (depending on project topic) 
AFTER class: Take online quiz #12 

04/25 
WEEK 14 

 Workshopping final projects. Groups will meet with the professor for feedback.  

05/02 
WEEK 15 

Final Presentations: Groups will give an informative 
talk about their project. 

• Turn in your Final Project after class, 
responding to comments from classmates 
and professor 

05/09 
WEEK 16 

FINAL EXAM 
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RUBRIC: DISCUSSION LEADING ASSIGNMENT 
 Developing Proficient Advanced  
Planning Group communicated with me 

sparsely and did not initiate the 
discussion  

Group communicated with me; 
showed some initiative to 
approach me  

Group communicated with me frequently 
and initiated the discussion  

15 

Goal orientation Group seems to lack a goal in 
planning and delivering the 
activity. It may not 
communicate the goal to the 
class. 

Group has a generally clear 
goal in planning and delivering 
the activity. It may 
communicate the goal to the 
class implicitly. 

Group has a clear goal in planning and 
delivering the activity. It communicates 
the goal to the class explicitly. 

15 

Interaction Group doesn’t guide students 
to interact with each other 

Group guides their classmates 
to interact somewhat; students 
use most language skills  

Group guides their classmates to interact 
in small groups where they use all four 
language skills  

25 

Clarity of organization 
of activity 

Group creates instructions and 
expectations for students in the 
class to follow, but they are 
vague.   

Group creates somewhat clear 
instructions and expectations 
for students in the class to 
follow.   

Group creates very clear instructions and 
expectations for students in the class to 
follow.   

20 

Facilitation of higher-
order thinking 

Group designs an activity that 
allows students in the class to 
only summarize. 

Group designs an activity that 
allows students in the class to 
mostly summarize, but also 
analyze, explain or create.  

Group designs an activity that allows 
students in the class to analyze, explain 
or create something.  

25 

Total      

 
RUBRIC: LANGUAGE AND CONTENT OBJECTIVES ASSIGNMENT 

Category Advanced Proficient Developing Pts 
Overall 
Clarity 

-The grade level is clearly labeled. 
-The content area and appropriate 
TEKS are clearly labeled. 

-The grade level is vaguely 
stated. 
-The content area and 
appropriate TEKS are not 
clearly labeled. 

-No grade level is labeled or is 
unclear. 
-Neither the content area nor the 
corresponding TEKS are labeled. 

10 

Phrasing Both language and content 
objectives are stated using 
appropriate verbs.  

One of the objectives is 
stated using appropriate 
verbs.  

Neither language nor content 
objective is stated using 
appropriate verbs.  

10 

Language objective 
Clarity 

The objective is clearly stated  The language objective is not 
clearly stated and/ or is not 
appropriate to the context. 

The objective is not clearly stated 
or inappropriate. 

10 

Language objective 
Appropriateness 

The objective is appropriate to the 
academic content. 

The objective is somewhat 
appropriate to the academic 
content.  

The objective is not at all 
appropriate to the academic 
content. 

20 

Language objective 
Completeness 

The objective is written as to build 
both receptive and productive 
language skills. 

The objective is written as to 
build either receptive or 
productive language skills, 
but not both. 

The objective is written as to build 
neither receptive nor productive 
language skills. 

10 

Language objective 
Observability 

The objective is stated in terms 
that could easily be observed and/ 
or measured. 

The objective is stated in 
terms that could be observed 
and/ or measured, but not 
easily. 

The objective is stated in terms 
that could not be observed and/ or 
measured. 

15 

Content objective 
Completeness 

The content objective is clearly 
stated and is appropriate to the 
context. It is drawn from the 
TEKS. 

The content objective is not 
clearly stated and/or is not 
appropriate to the context. It 
is not clearly drawn from the 
ELPS. 

The content objective is not clearly 
stated and is not appropriate.  

10 

Content objective 
Observability 

The objective is stated in terms 
that could easily be observed and/ 
or measured. 

The objective is stated in 
terms that could be observed 
and/ or measured, but not 
easily. 

The objective is stated in terms 
that could not be observed and/ or 
measured. 

10 

Formatting Document is well formatted with 
no spelling or punctuation errors. 

Document is not formatted 
with a few spelling or 
punctuation errors. 

Document is not formatted 
professionally; many and/ or 
obvious spelling and/ or 
punctuation errors. 

5 

Total     
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FINAL PROJECT RUBRIC 

Criterion Proficient Developing Not proficient Pts 

Essay Essay is well written and developed. It 
contains all the required content.  

Essay is acceptably written and 
developed. It contains most of the 
required content. 

Essay is not well written and 
developed. It contains only 
certain parts of the required 
content. 

25 

Grade Grade level is clearly stated  Grade level is vaguely stated Grade level is not stated  2 
TEKS  The TEKS are clearly stated and written 

out (not just numbers are given)  
The TEKS are vaguely stated  The TEKS are referred to by 

number only or they are not 
there. 

3 

ELPS The ELPS are evidently addressed 
throughout, with appropriate ideas drawn 
from Flip Into Success.  

The ELPS are somewhat 
addressed throughout, with room 
for improvement. 

The ELPS are not addressed.  3 

Key Vocabulary Key vocabulary is listed and there are 5-
10 words that are essential to the lesson  

Key vocabulary is listed, but 
limited   

The vocabulary listed is not 
key to the lesson and there are 
fewer than 5 words included. 

4 

Materials 
(supplementary and 
adapted) 

The materials are appropriate, are clearly 
labeled, and adaptations are clearly 
communicated 

The materials are appropriate, but 
the adaptations are not clearly 
communicated. 

The materials are just listed but 
not included or they are not 
mentioned. 

3 

Higher-Order Thinking  The higher-order thinking questions 
really engage higher-order skills (e.g., 
analysis, synthesis), they are clearly 
connected to the lesson, and there are 1-3 
of them.   

The higher-order thinking 
questions really engage higher-
order skills (e.g., analysis, 
synthesis) and they are clearly 
connected to the lesson, but there 
is only one question. 

The questions listed are not 
higher-order thinking skills, or 
there are no questions 
mentioned. 

6 

Connections to Prior 
Knowledge/Building 
Background 

The connections to prior knowledge are 
clearly articulated, in a paragraph or 
more that explain lessons that refer to 
TEKS that were probably taught 
previous to this lesson, and to imagined 
student experiences that are articulated in 
this section. 

Connections are made to either 
prior learning through the TEKS 
or to student experiences, but not 
to both. 

No connections to prior 
knowledge or student 
experiences are made. 

6 

Content Objective (write 
out a statement) 

The content objective is appropriate to 
the grade level, and is drawn from the 
TEKS. It is written in plain language that 
ELLs can easily understand and uses the 
appropriate verbs. 

The content objective is 
appropriate to the grade level, and 
is drawn from the TEKS.  
However, it is not written in 
accessible language and/or does 
not use the appropriate verbs. 

The content objective is not 
drawn from the TEKS, not 
written in accessible language, 
or it is not present. 

7 

Language Objective 
(write out a statement) 

The language objective is connected to 
the content objective, and is drawn from 
the ELPS.  It is written in plain language 
that ELLs can easily understand and it 
uses the appropriate verbs. 

The language objective is drawn 
from the ELPS.  However, it is not 
written in accessible language 
and/or does not use the appropriate 
verbs. 

The language objective is not 
drawn from the ELPS, is not 
written in accessible language, 
or it is not present. 

7 

Interactive Learning 
Activities 

The meaningful activities are clearly 
explained and connected to the content 
objective. They incorporate the language 
objectives in a clear way, and there are 
activities that use all of the four skills 
(listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing).  

The activities are clearly explained 
and connected to the content 
objective, fewer than all four of 
the four skills are incorporated. 

The activities are unclear and 
the connection to the content 
objective is not articulated.  
The language objectives are 
not incorporated, and the four 
skills are not engaged. 

20 

Review/Assessment The review and assessment is clearly 
explained and connected to the content 
objective. It incorporates the language 
objectives in a clear way, and all four 
skills (listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing) are included. 

The review and assessment is 
clearly explained and connected to 
the content objective. The 
language objectives are included, 
but fewer than all four of the four 
skills are incorporated. 

The review and assessment is 
not clearly explained or 
connected to the content 
objective. The language 
objectives are not included. 

12 

Wrap-up A specific way to wrap up the lesson is 
articulated and it ties up loose ends, as 
well as summarizing what students have 
accomplished. 

Wrap up is included, but 
insufficient information added. 

No specific way to wrap up the 
lesson is mentioned. 

2 

TOTAL    100 
 


